PERFECT / IMPERFECT : TALKING ABOUT THE PAST
	Imperfect tense
Use
- set the scene

- longer actions

- actions repeated over a period

- was / were / had / felt

- was / were doing

- used to do
Form 

Take the “ons” from the “nous” part of the present tense. Then add these endings.

(Some verbs are irregular. E.g. j’étais = I was)
	je 

tu 

il / elle / on

nous

vous

ils / elles


	_ais   [eh]
_ais   [eh]

_ait   [eh]
_ions   [ion]
_iez   [ieh]
_aient   [eh]

	Perfect tense
Use
- single completed actions

- sequence of actions

- I have done

Form

Quite complicated ( ! ).

1) Decide whether the verb uses:
être
avoir
or
reflexive

2)  Select the appropriate part from the table on the right.

3)  Form the past participle:
a)  Irregular > see verb tables
b)  Regular:
        er  > é
        ir    >  i

        re   >  u

e.g.: manger = to eat

        j’ai mangé = I ate

4)  If your verb was an être verb or a reflexive verb, you will need to add these endings to your past participle:

          feminine  > _e

          plural       > _s


	AVOIR
j’

tu

il / elle / on

nous

vous

ils / elles

ÊTRE

je

tu

il / elle / on

nous

vous

ils / elles

REFLEXIVE

je

tu

il / elle / on

nous

vous

ils / elles


	ai  [eh]
as [ah]
a   [ah]
avons [ahvon]
avez  [ahveh]
ont   [on]
suis  [swee]
es   [eh]
est   [eh]
sommes  [som]
êtes    [eht]
sont    [son]
me suis 

t’es

s’est

nous sommes

vous êtes

se sont
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